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ABBOTSFORD JUNIORS FOOTBALL CLUB 
 

It was fabulous to see so many returning players, new players, families and friends all attending our recent open day                                    

at Campbell Park.  The sense of anticipation, excitement and energy leading up to the start of the new season has                                

reached an all-time high.  The strong sense of pride that has been displayed by numerous club members already this                                    

year is truly fantastic.   

This is a special feature of this wonderful club.  A club which is represented by many generations of the same family.  From coaches to                               

players.  From committee members to canteen staff.  We, at Abbotsford Juniors Football Club (AJFC) know that our future lies in the                                  

next generation.  Focusing on and investing in Small Sided Football (SSF) and junior development will ensure that our club thrives.                                   

Players, parents and supporters will agree that we have made our environment family friendly over the years by involving more juniors in the club.  More 

juniors mean more parents, which results in a vibrant community atmosphere and increases the pool of potential volunteers for the club.  This year we 

intend to work even more to ensure our football club maintains its distinct and attractive identity.  

We are committed to cementing our superior service as our clear point of difference. A point of difference which this year has seen the club achieve some 

new milestones including: 

 surpassing 700 registered players for the first time in the club’s history;  

 record numbers in the 6s and 7s; 

 welcoming our very first under 15 girls and over 45 men’s teams; and  

 adding a second over 30s women’s team. 

As we enter the new season we celebrate the history of the club while actively planning its future.  
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How many family members                                            

are registered to play for                                          

AJFC in 2014? 

I’m proud to say this season the                                       

Lancuba family with have four                                

representatives at AJFC.                                                    

Aiden made the team for U10’s.  Harry made the team for 

U8’s in the division one team, well done H!!  Ethan is ready for 

his first outdoor football experience in the U6s after 

experiencing the ‘Soccajoeys’ over the last few years and myself 

in the O35s. 

How long have you played football for? 

Don’t laugh (and I know you will Gilbert!) but 2013 was my first 

time playing in a team ever. I grew up loving to watch football 

on television and attending games.  However, I was never  

encouraged to play as a kid. I grew up playing Rugby League, 

Union, Cricket and Touch Football, as well as Tennis, Golf and 

the list goes on and on…anything but Football (Soccer). 

  

CLUB MEMBER PROFILE NICK LANCUBA 
 



Who first introduced you to football? 

It was the Irishman, namely Colin O’Neil, who 

we coached our son’s Harry and Callum 

together for two years and now they are 

playing in the U8s together this year.  Colin 

said that it “would be easy maaaate, yeah no 

problems maaaaate” in his fake Aussie 

accent!  But we ended up doing well and our 

team, led by Phillip Vallerio, made the grand 

final in 2013.  I had no idea what I was doing 

out there but I loved every second of it.  I tried 

to be involved in every play, whether in 

defence or attack, as I just kept on running 

constantly all over the field. Some people 

called me the iron man.  I was just very 

fortunate to play with such legends as Colin, 

Phillip and Paul Simeoni, and so many others 

in my team that I will be forever grateful for. 

Thanks guys! 

 

Best advice ever given on the 

football field? 

Colin always told me to just keep going.  You 

never know. But Phillip told me to not get 

stirred up by some of the antics put out by 

the opposition and just concentrate on what 

you can do for the team.  Team first, 

individual second.  (Try telling that to the 

bloody strikers in the team!!)  

  

“Archie Thompson is my 

current favourite player 

as he never gives up” 

Favourite football team?  

Chelsea.  I followed the little general, 

Gianfranco Zola, everywhere. He was my 

superstar, probably my height too, but was 

simply amazing. I enjoyed Vialli and Romanelli 

when they played for Chelsea too. Since those 

stars have left I have remained loyal but not 

passionate about them. I have since moved to 

Sydney FC for the last five years. Since Del 

Piero has arrived, watching Sydney FC and the 

A-League has become all the more 

exciting.  Kudos to the Wanderers too for 

having the best atmosphere at a game ever!! 
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Favourite player? 
 

Besides Zola and Vialli in the past, Del Piero is 

up there for sure.  Archie Thompson is my 

current favourite player as he never gives up.  

Like most people, I have enjoyed watching 

Harry Kewell, Mark Viduka, and the many 

great goalkeepers we have had over the 

years, Schwarzer, Spider and Bozo. I’m 

looking forward to Brad Jones doing well now. 

 

Finish the following sentence...this 

season I am going to... 

Give it a good shot!  Really looking forward to 

the bunch of guys in the team this year.   

Who's going to win the World Cup 

this year?                                           

Played in Brazil, it will be hard to go past the 

locals. But never write off my second team, 

the Italians, as well as the Spanish too. 

 

“Played in Brazil, it will be 

hard to go past the locals” 

Football or other sporting icon you 

looked up to when growing up? 

I looked up to Craig Johnston as he was one 

of the first Australians to make a major 

impact in the English game.  The impact that 

Kewell and Viduka had on the game when 

they came onto the scene was also amazing.  

 “I looked up to Craig 

Johnston”  

Song you love listening to as you 

drive to the game? 

“I'm Happy” by Pharrell Williams.
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We would like to extend a huge  

welcome to all new and returning  

players in the Under 6 and Under 7  

age groups in 2014.                          

 

The club has had a record number of  

registrations this year with 90 players in Under 6 and close 

to 80 in Under 7, which is a fantastic achievement.   

 

We are really looking forward to working with these 

children and helping to foster their love for our beautiful 

game of football.  

 

Football for children at these ages is all about learning to be 

part of a team, having fun and developing their skills by having 

more contact with the ball and playing on small sized 

pitches.  We ask parents within each team to volunteer their 

services to act as "Coaches" - who take training and lead the 

teams on game day - and "Managers" - who organise the 

players (and their parents!).  I will be assisting these parents 

and will always be available at training and on game day to 

assist and answer any questions you may have. 

 

Brent Howells Small Sided Football (SSF) Co-ordinator   

  



 

CLUB VOLUNTEER PROFILE  

ALF TORNATORE 
AJFC RESIDENT PHOTOGRAPHER 

 
 

Favourite team? 

Sydney FC 

 

Favourite all time player? 

If I had to pick one I’d have to say it would the great 

Italian international Roberto Baggio. He carried the 

team into the final of the ’94 world cup in the U.S. 

Baggio was heroic and inspirational.  

  

Who’s representing the family on the field 

this season? 

We’ve got one family member playing for the club. 

Jordan will be playing with the under 12s this season. 

 



Favourite destination for taking pics? 

I was bitten by the photography bug in 2009 

when I did over 20 overseas trips for work. 

I’ve since started shooting professionally, doing 

weddings, events and families but travel 

photography remains a passion for me. I’ve 

had some great trips to Africa. It’s such a rich 

photographic destination, with people, wild life 

and landscapes, it would have to be my pick. 

 

“…Baggio was heroic and 

inspirational”  

 

Which comes first…football or 

photography? 

Photography definitely is what gets me excited 

right now, but combining football and 

photography would be the best of both 

worlds!  

 

Best football photo you have ever 

taken? 

I’m still waiting to take a good one! My 

favorite shots are the ones that tell a story 

and show the emotions of the moment. In 

terms of celebrity, I snapped a shot of David 

Beckham playing in the park with his boys 

during a training session in L.A. That was fun. 

 

If you could direct a photo shoot of 

any footballer, who would you pick 

and why?  

I’d love to have a portrait session with 

Alessandro Del Piero. I think he’s a fascinating 

character both in terms of his obvious 

achievements and eagerness to give back to 

the sport that made him famous. 

 

“My favourite shots are the 

ones that tell a story and 

show the emotions of the 

moment”
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AJFC OPEN DAY 02.02.14 
 

 

Thank you to everyone for coming to our first ever Open 

Day at Campbell Park last month. It was sensational 

hosting our special guests including Federal Member for 

Reid, Craig Laundy MP, State Member for Drummoyne, 

John Sidoti MP and the Mayor of the City of Canada 

Bay Council, Cr. Angelo Tsirekas, and Sydney FC 

players Peter Triantis and Rhyan Grant. It was truly a 

magical day! 

 



  





  



  



  

AJFC EXCLUSIVE COACHING CLINIC  

 
 

Help is here for Coaches and Managers! 
 

From my experience coaching football from grassroots                               

to professional players, I'd like to share the simple  

success principles of working with young children, so  

everyone has fun and gain the rewards from coaching 

... including you! 
 
 

So join me on Saturday 15th March at Campbell Park between  

9:00am - 1:00pm and come dressed in football/ sports clothing with 

joggers or football boots.  
 

I'll show you demonstrations on why the simple formula of                

Safety + Fun = Learn. 

 

You'll get the chance to set-up fun and engaging sessions and take away 

lots of new ideas and knowledge to put into practice.  
 

See you at Campbell Park on the 15th March! 
 

Roger Vertannes Coaching Clinic Coordinator 

 



 

 

 

  

WELCOME TO OUR NEW AJFC PATRONS 

 
 

Craig Laundy MP, Federal Member for Reid 

 
John Sidoti MP, State Member for Drummoyne 

 

Mayor Angelo Tsirekas, City of Canada Bay 

 
Simon Hill, Fox Sports Football Commentator 

 



 

  

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 

12, 14, 16 March   Skill Training Certificate 

15 March     AJFC Exclusive Coaching Clinic 

2 April       Grassroots Expo (including Grassroots Coaching Certificate Course) 

5 & 6 April      Season 2014 commences 

30 April      Grassroots Coaching Certificate (Females only) 

10 May      AJFC Team Photo Day 

14, 15, 16 May    Game Training Certificate Course    

28 May      Grassroots Coaching Certificate  

18, 20, 22 June    Skill Training Certificate  

13 & 20 September   Senior Coaching Certificate  

 



 

 

 

 

 

PASSION HAS ITS PLACE… 
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